♫Differentiated Instruction Assignment Grade 4 ♫
Mr. Cumberland

Note to students and parents:
The following assignment and background information can be found on the University of Oregon website where it was formally published in: Soundscape – The International Journal of Acoustic Ecology, Volume 2, Number 2 December 2001. http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/wfae/journal/index.html.  The title of the article is “Bringing Soundscapes Into The Everyday Classroom” , By M. Cumberland. It can also be found on my own website at www.mikecumberland.com .  Hard copies of this article are available from the classroom.

The assignment

integrates:
Music:
create and perform music using a variety of sources, express their thoughts through music;

Art:
produce two/three-dimensional works of art that communicate their ideas, and describe interpretations of works of art, planning a work of art;

Drama:
interpret and communicate the meaning of stories and other material drawn from a variety of sources, communicate orally and in writing , their response to their own and others’ works;

Language: O &V – demonstrates an appropriate understanding of listening behaviour, communicates in a

clear and coherent manner;

Writing – gathers information to support ideas for writing using a variety of strategies, identifies the purpose (non-fiction or fiction & can identify the use the characteristics of the genre). He/She  can identify the audience for these writing forms;
Science:
investigate materials that transmit, reflect or absorb sound and use their findings in designing objects and choosing materials from which to construct them;

Math:
Measurement – demonstrates an understanding of and ability to apply measurement terms in time and distance and identify relationships between measurement concepts (completed during preliminary exercises.)

This is the large first term project and it is important because it covers so many units.  There will be much time spent on this in the classroom as well as some homework.

 Assignment:

Create, perform, write and be able to explain in front of the class a group work (no more than four members) composition that clearly uses multiple elements of music: i.e. pitch, tempo, rhythm and dynamics.

The composition must tell a story, and the story must be written out – this is called programmatic music.  The story must be drawn in pictures as well as written in words.

Each student must make their own instrument that can be played in class and demonstrates the science curriculum requirements of knowledge of pitch (frequency) and dynamics (amplitude). 

They may also use their voices, percussion available in the classroom, or bring instruments, within reason, from home.  There may also be the possibility of working in conjunction with the PHHS art and welding departments to work on small sound sculptures.  There is an example in the classroom.

They will have a number of in class periods to work on their composition.

Performances will take place either during the last week of October or early November.

During the performances each student will be required to evaluate each performing group, using writing, and the given rubrics. As well students will need to evaluate their own group in writing.

Students will have the opportunity to record their work digitally and put on CD.

Duties for Group Members

(All members will be participating in all activities):

1.
Leader/Speaker/Performer

2.
Writer/Artist of Music/Performer

3.
Runner/Performer


4.
Writer of Critical Review/Performer

Evaluation Methods:
1. In class group work – evaluated daily by teacher (see separate sheet)

Level R - 4
2. Performance (see Rubric) – teacher, class and self evaluations


Level R - 4
3. Writing (see Rubric) – evaluated by teacher 




Level R - 4
4. Peer Evaluation of other groups’ works - class evaluations



Level R – 4

5. Score – art project interpreting the story’s sounds, teacher and self evaluations
Level R - 4
Parents – Remember this looks like a huge assignment, but each step will guided carefully.

Questions: http://mikecumberland.com/pages/bookings.htm

Student Examples: http://mikecumberland.com/pages/teachings.htm

Good Luck,

Have Fun and

The Learning will Come!
♫Differentiated Instruction Rubrics Grade 4 ♫
	Subject
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 3+ - 4+

	Music
	• the time is less than thirty seconds,

• prepared for the performance when called upon the third time

•. minimal understanding

of one of the elements of 

pitch (frequency),

dynamics (amplitude)

rhythm [beats studied in

music class].


	• the time is under one minute;

•prepared for the performance when called upon the second time; the story demonstrates some use of music rhythms studied in class;

• .some understanding of

 two of the elements of

pitch (frequency),

dynamics (amplitude)

rhythm [beats studied in

music class].
	•the time is a minimum of one minute;

•all members prepared and contributing each rehearsal day (checklist list completed daily by students and reviewed by teacher);

•prepared for the performance when first called upon;

• a clear verbal (Oral/Language) and written

explanation of a minimum of three of the

elements of music used: . pitch (frequency),

dynamics (amplitude) [science curriculum]

rhythm [beats studied in music class],

– the story needs to show some music rhythms and terms (loud =forte, quiet = piano; fast speed = allegro, medium speed = andante, slow speed = largo, is presented to the class.
	•must include all Level, plus at least two of the following (creativity will count):

• The students have

related an excellent

composition in which

they can expertly orally

and in writing explain the

level requirements plus

the use of a known or

local soundscape to tell

the story, relating their

work to their own lives.

• the group has clearly used and can explain written and orally all four or more elements of music.

•homemade instruments and their use clearly demonstrates superior knowledge of pitch  and dynamics

• students may want to think of a Howard Jordan theme song.

	Art
	• the time is less than thirty seconds

• prepared for the performance when called upon the third time

• an incomplete, colored picture/painting/sculpture of your musical story(score)
	• prepared for the performance when called upon the second time

• a somewhat neat, colored picture/ painting/ sculpture of your musical story (score)
	• a neat, colored picture/painting/sculpture of

your musical story [art curriculum] – the story

needs to show some music rhythms and terms

(loud =forte, quiet = piano; fast speed = allegro,

medium speed = andante, slow speed = largo; 

please see website if unsure:

http://mikecumberland.com/pages/teachings.htm


	•drawn/painted/sculptural version of the music clearly superior and original in expression using various materials.



	Drama
	• the time is less than thirty seconds

• minimal preparation demonstrated for the performance when called upon the third time.  The story is very unclear.


	• some preparation and clarity and demonstrated for the performance when called upon the second time. The story shows some clarity and preparation.


	• the story is clearly acted/performed/ told using music in front of the class. Preparation is clearly demonstrated when asked the first time.
	• the story clearly demonstrates superior preparation when acted/performed/ told using music in front of the class. Preparation is very clearly demonstrated when asked the first time.

	Science
	• an unclear verbal (Oral

Language) and 

Written explanation

of the elements of

music used:pitch

(frequency),

dynamics(amplitude) 

[science curriculum]

• prepared for the performance when called upon the third time.
	• a clear verbal (Oral

Language) and 

Written explanation

of the elements of

music used:pitch

(frequency),

dynamics(amplitude) 

[science curriculum]

• prepared for the performance when called upon the second time.
	• a clear verbal (Oral Language) and written

explanation of the elements of pitch

(frequency), dynamics (amplitude) 

[science curriculum]


	•homemade instruments and their use clearly demonstrate superior knowledge of pitch (frequency)  and dynamics (amplitude) and other elements.



	Language
	•use of the story form is clearly not followed

•oral explanation of only 1 – 2 elements of music

•writing clearly does not follow the outline given, but is completed


	•prepared for the performance when called upon the second time

•the story is unclear

•oral explanation of only 2 elements of music

•writing does not clearly explain the story, writing paragraph is unclear


	• clear explanation of the genre (non-fiction or

fiction) of the story and explains three

characteristics used in their writing;

• verbal (Oral Language) and written

explanation of a minimum of three of the

elements of music used: . pitch (frequency),

dynamics (amplitude) [science curriculum]

rhythm [beats studied in music class],

• a good/neat/written copy that explains your

story and how and where in your composition

you used three  elements of music. Must be

proper paragraph for with: opening sentence,

body of information and ending sentence.
	•The students have created a

composition in which they

can explain orally and in

writing the use of a known or

local soundscape to tell the

story, relating their work to

their own lives.

• the group has expertly explained the genre of writing they have chosen and can explain more than three characteristics of that genre related to the composition.

	Math
	•Graphing skills using “X” and “Y” axis are minimally demonstrated when recording in class local soundscapes.

• a clear grasp of time using sounds in the space of one minute.
	•Graphing skills using “X” and “Y” axis are somewhat neatly demonstrated when recording in class local soundscapes.

• demonstration of some ideas of time using sounds in the space of one minute.
	•Graphing skills using “X” and “Y” axis are clearly and neatly demonstrated when recording in class local soundscape charts.

• a clear grasp of time using sounds in the space of one minute.
	•Graphing skills using “X” and “Y” axis are clearly superior and neatly demonstrated when recording in class local soundscape charts.

• a very clear grasp of time using sounds in the space of one minute.


♫Differentiated Instruction Daily Checklist Grade 4 ♫
Each student must have this checklist for each class and have it completed

Day 1

Decision and experiment day.

1. Do we have the members of our group chosen?

___________________

2. What is our group name?




___________________

3. Who is assigned what role (names)?




Leader/Speaker/Performer


___________________




Writer/Artist of Music (L4)/Performer
___________________




Runner/Performer



___________________




Writer of Critical Review/Performer

___________________

4. Decide upon a story?

_____________________________________

5. What is the story? _________________________________________________

6. Brainstorm story: __________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________

8. _________________________________________________________________

9. _________________________________________________________________

10. _________________________________________________________________

11. What instrument will you build?



___________________

12. List the instruments being used.

_______________________________
Day 2

Teacher instrument demonstration and creation of instrument day.

Day3-4

Experiment and work out idea day.

List the elements of music you are using and how you intend to use them?

1.
Element – Pitch (frequency):________________________________________________

How it is being used ______________________________________________________

2.
Element – Dynamics (amplitude):____________________________________________

How it is being used ______________________________________________________

3.
Element:________________________________________________________________

How it is being used ______________________________________________________

4. 
Element:________________________________________________________________

How it is being used ______________________________________________________

Day 5-8

Build an instrument day(s) Art/Score/Sculpture day(s).

1. What means of art are you using? _________________________________________

2. What kind of instrument do you want to build? Drum, rattle, sound sculpture?____________________________________________________________

Day 9-11

Writing Day:

1. Understanding what to do.

2. Brainstorm

3. Rough copy

4. Peer editing

5. Good Copy

Day 12-14

Performance Days!!!!

Song Ideas Related to the Form

The following letter names for these three songs may be used as guidelines, but do not have to be used..

You may compose your own completely original composition. See website:

http://mikecumberland.com/pages/teachings.htm

	Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

CCGGAAG

FFEEDDC

GGFFEED

GGFFEED

CCGGAAG

FFEEDDC
	Ode To Joy
EEFGGFED

CCDEEDD

EEFGGFED

CCDEDCC

DDECDEFEC

DEFEDCDG

EEFGGFED

CCDEDCC
	Frere Jacques
CDEC

CDEC

EFG

EFG

GAGFEC

GAGFEC

CGC

CGC
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